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“HE STILL HAS HIS WHOLE LIFE AHEAD OF HIM” 
 

 As I was listening to a radio program a few days 

ago, a statement was made about a man who is in his 

mid-twenties. The young gentleman being discussed is 

a public figure who has made a number of bad 

decisions and has paid a high price for them. One of 

the people talking about the younger fellow said he 

wishes the young man well, saying, “Look, he still has 

his whole life ahead of him.” He went on to observe 

that the guy still has a chance to get married, have 

children, and live a fulfilling life. Maybe, maybe not.  

 Here is a dose of reality. I am writing these words 

exactly two days after a gunman murdered seventeen 

students in a school in Florida. Before that occurred, 

do you know what many of the students of that school 

(most likely between the ages of fifteen and eighteen) 

probably were thinking? “I still have my whole life 

ahead of me.” Many young folks have such a 

mentality. And, the statistics show that the great 

majority of them still have several decades to live on 

the earth. There are exceptions, though, are there not? 

 No human still has his/her “whole life” ahead of 

them. Part of our life is in the past. What we should 

say is this: we each have the rest of our lives. How 

long will that be for each of us? For some it may be 

five minutes, for another five weeks, for another five 

years, and for a fourth it could be five decades or 

more. The truth is, we just do not know, do we? 

 Schools offer courses in “Career Planning” and 

school counselors give guidance to students about 

choosing universities, vocational schools, and 

occupational opportunities. All of that guidance is 

with this thought in mind: “You still have a future, so 

you want to plan well for it.” A future, yes, but not a 

future whose duration can be predicted or controlled. 

 Life is uncertain, my friend. Some who leave their 

homes this morning to go to work will never make it 

to the work place, their lives being snuffed out in a 

traffic accident. Others who begin the day with 

excellent physical health will fall prey to disease and 

not survive the week. On the other hand, some who 

today are ninety years old and feeble may still be 

around to celebrate their one-hundredth birthday in 

another ten years. Life is so unpredictable, is it not? 

 The Bible says,  “. . .  whereas  you  do  not  know  

what will happen tomorrow” (James 4:14). In fact, we 

do not know what will happen ten seconds from now! 

There are no guarantees of another breath. In the rest 

of the verse quoted above, it is written, “For what is 

your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little 

time and then vanishes away.” Who can deny it?! 

 We further read, “Do not boast about tomorrow, 

for you do not know what a day may bring forth” 

(Proverbs 27:1). We discuss tomorrow, we plan for 

tomorrow, we make provisions for tomorrow, and we 

may wait impatiently for the next day’s activities. Yet, 

in all of our discussing, planning, providing, and 

waiting with anticipation, let us keep in mind that all 

of that depends on, “If the Lord wills” (James 4:15). 

 In the book of Job, we find multiple references to 

life’s uncertainty and brevity. For instance, “My days 

are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and are spent 

without hope” (Job 7:6). Again, “Now my days are 

swifter than a runner; they flee away, they see no 

good. They pass by like swift ships, like an eagle 

swooping on its prey” (Job 9:25). Consider one final 

message from Job: “Man who is born of woman is of 

few days and full of trouble. He comes forth like a 

flower and fades away; he flees like a shadow and 

does not continue” (Job 14:1,2).  

 Think about those images noted in the passages 

quoted above: a weaver’s shuttle, a runner, swift 

ships, an eagle swooping down, a flower, and a 

shadow. Collectively, what do all of these impress on 

our mind? Would it not be that life seems to pass “in a 

hurry?” Would it not be that life is temporary? Would 

it not be that the duration of life is uncertain? 

 In an effort to transition in a conversation to more 

spiritual-oriented matters, on a number of occasions I 

have asked this direct question to an individual: “How 

long do you expect to live on the earth?” Some may 

give an estimate, but many acknowledge what we all 

know is true: “I am not sure.” That is exactly right. 

When it comes to life expectancy, there may be data 

and statistics, but there are no guarantees. 

 Our eternal spirit will live somewhere forever. 

Our number one objective in life ought to be to 

prepare ourselves for eternity, not count our birthdays.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH
 

 Did you know that there are only two books of the 

Bible which are named after women? Those two are 

Esther and Ruth. 

 Did you know that Ruth was a Moabite woman and 

not an Israelite? (Ruth 1:4). 

 Did you know that Ruth was the great-grandmother 

of King David? (Ruth 4:13,17,22). 

 Did you know that Ruth is mentioned in the 

genealogy of Jesus? (Matthew 1:5). 

 Did you know that all the historical events 

recorded in this book transpired either in Bethlehem 

or in the land of Moab? (Ruth (1:1,6,22). 

 Did you know that these events took place during 

“the days when the judges ruled” in Israel? (Ruth 1:1). 

 Though the period of Judges was a dark period in 

Israel’s history, the book of Ruth clearly shows that 

there also were some godly people living at that time. 

The main message of the book of Ruth centers around 

three such characters: (1) Ruth, a Gentile woman from 

Moab who married the son of Naomi; (2) Naomi, who 

was Ruth’s first mother-in-law; (3) Boaz, a kinsman 

of Naomi’s husband, who married Ruth. Here is a 
quick glance at the contents of the book of Ruth:  

  Chapter 1 – Naomi and her family went to Moab; 

later Naomi returned to Bethlehem with Ruth. 

 Chapter 2 – Ruth harvested barley in the field of 

Boaz. 

 Chapter 3 – Ruth approached Boaz about 

marrying her. 

 Chapter 4 – Boaz and Ruth married, then they had 

a son, Obed. 

 We might say that the book of Ruth is a story of 

love and devotion. It shows the love and devotion 

which Ruth and Naomi had to one another, as well as 

the mutual love and devotion shared by Ruth and 
Boaz.  

 In the big picture of God’s scheme of redemption, 

what is significant about the book of Ruth? First, it 

showed the Israelites that God cares for and receives 

not only Jews, but Gentiles, too. The fact that Ruth, a 

Gentile, is mentioned in Jesus’ genealogy indicates 

that God’s blessings for mankind through the Messiah 

would be open to Gentiles (Matthew 1:5). 

Furthermore, the book of Ruth shows the ancestry of 

King David, through whom the Christ would come 

(Ruth 4:17,22). Jesus being born in Bethlehem is 

connected with Joseph’s ancestors being from 

Bethlehem, and the background for that goes back to 

the book of Ruth. 

 What lessons can we observe in the life and 

conduct of Ruth? What qualities did she demonstrate 

which are worthy of our reflection? Consider these 

thoughts, all taken from the book of Ruth: 

 Ruth greatly loved Naomi. Some Israelite women 

reminded Naomi about Ruth’s commitment to her: “. . 

. your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better 

to you than seven sons . . .” (4:15). 

 Ruth dealt kindly with her husband and mother-in-

law. Naomi admitted to Ruth, “The LORD deal kindly 

with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with 

me” (1:8). 

 Ruth brought comfort and happiness to Naomi at a 

time when Naomi felt that the Almighty had dealt 

bitterly with her (Ruth 1:20). Naomi had to leave her 

home in Bethlehem to go to a strange land (1:1,2). 

There in Moab, Naomi lost her husband and two sons 

to death (1:3,5). She was disheartened, and Ruth was a 

great blessing to her in her hour of need. 

 Ruth was willing to sacrifice in order to help 

Naomi, leaving behind her parents and the land of her 

birth (2:11). 

 Ruth spoke to Naomi some of the most tender, 

moving words of devotion ever spoken by a human: 

“Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from 

following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; 

and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people 

shall be my people, and your God, my God. Where 

you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The 

LORD do so to me, and more also, if anything but 

death parts you and me” (1:16,17).  

 Ruth was very responsible, as she desired to care 

for Naomi. She was willing to go to work in the fields 

in a land that was strange to her, doing so in order to 

provide for her herself and her deceased husband’s 

mother (2:2). Not every person would be ready to “go 

the second mile” like Ruth did for Naomi. 

 In that connection, Ruth was a hard worker. In 

order to meet the needs of her family, she worked 

from morning to evening (2:3,7,17). 

 Ruth was humble, which she demonstrated when 

she bowed before Boaz as a servant, though she was 

not acquainted with him at the time (2:10,13). 

 Ruth gave up idolatry in order to serve Jehovah 

God. Boaz told her, “. . . and a full reward be given 

you by the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings 

you have come for refuge” (2:12). Many find it 

extremely difficult to take the huge step that Ruth did. 

 Ruth maintained a good reputation. Boaz told her 

how she was viewed by others in the Bethlehem 

community: “. . . all the people of my town know that 

you are a virtuous woman” (3:11). Those who spend 

time in serious study of this book will be blessed! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE STRUGGLE TO KEEP OURSELVES SEPARATE FROM THE WORLD

 The ancient city of Corinth was filled with 

debauchery. Enthrallment with human philosophy, 

devotion to idols, and immoral living were common 

marks of the Greek culture of that day.  

 God called on His church at Corinth to be 

different. Through the apostle Paul, the Spirit 

appealed to the Christians there not to walk hand in 

hand with those who walked in darkness. The clear 

charge to every single saint was, “Therefore, come out 

from among them and be separate, says the Lord” (2 

Corinthians 6:17). The people from whom they were 

to remain separated were the slaves of evil works. 

 That sounds easy enough. They are darkness; we 

are light. They belong to Belial/Satan, but we belong 

to the Christ. They go to a temple of idols, while we 

are the temple of God. Of course, there will remain a 

constant distinction between us and them, and, of 

course, we will not share in their evil deeds. Alas, at 

times we may feel like it is so challenging to maintain 

our distinction. Yes, from time to time we might find 

ourselves struggling to have the courage to walk in the 

path of godliness rather than compromise with the 

servants of Satan. Why is that? Why do we at times 
find it difficult to maintain our separation? 

 One factor is the reality that sin is pleasurable. To 

his credit, Moses chose not “to enjoy the passing 

pleasures of sin” (Hebrews 11:25). While sin’s 

pleasures are only temporary, the fact that the devil 

makes sin appealing and pleasurable cannot be denied. 

If there were no pleasure/rush to it, sin would not be 

attractive. We must be careful not to let our guard 

down, never losing sight of the fact that sin is deadly, 
causing its participants to be separated from God. 

 Another factor which can make it difficult to 

remain separate from the world is the popularity of 

evil. The masses endorse it and revel in it. Many are 

ignorant of God’s standard of morality and proper 

living, while others understand the Lord’s truth but 

choose to disregard it. Living in such a wicked 

environment can weigh heavily on the thinking of 

God’s children. Sadly, some decide that if so many 

folks are doing it, surely they are not all crazy, so the 

way of sin may not be so harmful after all. Remember 

what God told His children in ancient times: “You 

shall not follow a crowd to do evil” (Exodus 23:2). 

 An additional factor is that some of God’s people 

seem to feel uncomfortable standing out as being 

different from others. It makes them feel uneasy 

inside. Look, the Lord calls on each disciple of Jesus 

to keep himself unspotted from the world (James 

1:27). Maintaining our distinction from the ways of 

darkness is part of being a faithful follower of Jesus. 

We need to be strong and maintain our separation, 

regardless of how outsiders view us. May the Lord 

help us never to feel uncomfortable making the right 
choices! 

 “But, don’t you think weakness of the flesh plays a 

role in a person’s struggles to walk in the light?” 

There is no doubt about that. Jesus told His weary 

apostles in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Watch and 

pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 

is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41). Our 

weakness can make it tough to lay aside certain habits, 

but we must not give ourselves “a free pass” by telling 

ourselves that, since we all have weaknesses, God will 

not hold us accountable. Rather than try to downplay 

the sin that we allow to raise its ugly head in our lives, 

let us have a heart that is ready to repent in godly 

sorrow (2 Corinthians 7:10), asking the Lord to be our 
Help and Strength (Psalm 46:1).  

 One disheartening source of temptation for some 

of us does not come directly from the world, but rather 

it comes from worldly members of the church. It is 

disheartening to see such called-out folks think, talk, 

and walk just like the world does. And the truth is, 

sometimes such world-likeness can weigh on our 

minds and tempt us to lower our guard or even join 

them. Brethren, let us trust in the Lord and stay 

bravely committed to carry out His plea to “shine as 

lights in the world” among those whom He calls 

“crooked and perverse” (Philippians 2:15). When 

betrayers like Judas and forsakers like Demas make 

their decisions to go the way of the world, we must 

not allow their foolishness to cause us to waver. 

 In not a few places, the church is more worldly 

than it was a few decades ago. Why is that? For one 

thing, some brethren never hear strong sermons from 

the pulpit which exalt godly living and tell the truth 
about the works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21).  

 In some instances, permissive parents play a part. 

They are afraid to put their foot down and take a stand 

with their kids, so the kids live lust-fulfilling lives 

with few, if any, restrictions. Being separated from 

darkness is the last thing they seek to do. Dads and 

moms, we need to admonish our children with God’s 

word and insist on practicing self-control. 

 The destructive influences of humanism, 

permissiveness, and the negative aspects of the 

entertainment industry have infiltrated the thinking of 

many soldiers of the Christ. When one’s thinking is 

worldly, the mouth and conduct of such a person will 

go that way, too. Let us maintain our distinctiveness. 

It is the Lord’s will that we do so! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Matthew 10:26,28,31 – “DO NOT FEAR.”

 Many Bible students find a number of memorable 

matters in Matthew chapter ten. There is a listing of 

our Lord’s twelve apostles (Matthew 10:1-4), Jesus’ 

charge for those apostles temporarily to preach only to 

the Jews (10:5-15), and the reality of the difficulties 

and persecutions that those men would need to be 

ready to face for Jesus’ sake (10:16-25). 

 In the next section, we read that Jesus, in a rapid 

sequence, three times instructed His apostles not to 

fear. Hear Him: “Therefore do not fear them . . . And 

do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both 

soul and body in hell . . . Do not fear therefore; you 

are of more value than many sparrows” (10:26,28,31). 

 In what settings did our Lord not want His 

apostles to fear? Anytime they would be living and 

preaching for Him. Jesus had just told them that they 

would be hated for His name’s sake (10:22). They 

would be persecuted for Him (10:23). Some folks 

would have a desire to kill them (10:28). When the 

time would come for them to face such ordeals in their 

lives, they would need to recall and reflect on those 

simple words of Jesus: “Do not fear.” In all of those 

scenarios, they must remain committed to their Lord. 

As difficult as it might feel from a merely human 

point of view, regardless of how others would treat 

them, the apostles must continue to preach the Lord’s 

message, and they must do so with boldness. 

 Jesus made it plain that there is one thing that the 

adversaries of God’s people cannot do: they cannot 

kill the soul (10:28). Instead of fearing those who can 

damage their physical body, they needed to fear the 

One who can destroy both body and soul in hell 

(10:28). That, of course, would be none other than the 

God of heaven. As we contemplate the Master’s 

words about being “destroyed” in hell, it is important 

to recognize that the Greek word for “destroy” is 

designated in this fashion: “The idea is not extinction, 

but ruin; loss, not of being, but of well-being” 

[Vine’s; www.studylight.org/dictionaries/ved]. So, did 

Jesus use fear as an appeal to motivate people to serve 

God faithfully? He did. Eternal punishment in hell is 

no laughing matter (Matthew 25:46). 

 There would be times when the devoted disciples 

of Jesus would have to face and endure uncertain, 

dangerous, and anxious moments. Again, what was 

our Lord’s instruction for them? “Do not fear.” All 

followers of the Christ are exhorted, “So we may 

boldly say: ‘The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. 

What can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:6). 

 As He did on numerous occasions, Jesus used an 

example from the natural world to emphasize His 

point (“Do not fear”). The sparrows carry on their 

activities under the watchful eye of our heavenly 

Father, Who also knows how many hairs each person 

has on his/her head (10:29,30). If God knows and 

cares about birds and the hairs on our head, then how 

much more does He care for His children themselves? 

Why? Because we are of more value than birds 

(10:31). What should we conclude? Jesus wanted the 

apostles to learn to trust in their Lord! 

 That brings us to a topic in Matthew ten that is 

well-known to many. It deals with those whom Jesus 

will confess and deny. What did Jesus say? “Therefore 

whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also 

confess before My Father who is in heaven. But 

whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny 

before My Father who is in heaven” (10:32,33). 

Notice that Jesus began His statements about these 

matters by saying, “Therefore . . .” His thoughts 

connect directly back with what He had just said about 

not fearing: “Do not fear therefore; you are of more 

value than many sparrows” (10:31). Instead of 

crawling into a corner and doing nothing out of 

trepidation, instead of clamming up in fear, what the 

apostles needed to do was be prepared to do what was 

needed in order to persevere: trust in the Lord.  

 In potential life-threatening circumstances, the 

apostles could be asked, “Are you a follower of Jesus? 

Are you one of His disciples?” How they answered 

might determine whether their lives would be spared 

or killed! In the early centuries after Jesus’ death, 

many people lost their lives because they openly 

confessed their faith in Jesus of Nazareth. One who is 

ashamed of Jesus needs to know that the Lord also 

will be ashamed of him (Mark 8:38). 

 While it is true it is necessary to confess Jesus as 

the Son of God like the eunuch did (Acts 8:36,37; 

Romans 10:9,10), the context of Matthew 10:32,33 

and what the Master said about confessing or denying 

Him is not talking about what a lost person must do in 

order to receive forgiveness. It is a message that 

applies to those who already are His true disciples. 

Will we, like the apostles, be ready to confess Jesus as 

our Lord? Will we do that not only with our tongue 

but also in the way we live for Him? Or, will we draw 

back and deny our Savior out of fear? May we ever 

keep in mind these words of Jesus: “Do not fear.” 

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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